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South Asia Wormen Foundation India

PARVAAZ LEGAL FELLOWSHIP

CALL FOR APPLICATION
SUBMISSION DEADLINE — 25™ DECEMBER 2024, 12 MIDNIGHT IST

South Asia Women Foundation India (SAWF IN) is pleased to announce an Open Call for
Applications for a fellowship aimed at women and trans™ lawyers practicing at district courts of
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, and

all 8 North-Eastern States in India, enhancing their efforts to support women and trans*
communities in accessing justice and legal remedy. The fellowship support is for a 10-to-18-month
period.

About South Asia Women Foundation of India (SAWF IN)

South Asia Women Foundation India (SAWF IN) is a national women’s fund. We were set up with the
vision of building a world where women, girls, trans and gender non-conforming persons realise their
rights and fundamental freedoms to equality and non-discrimination. Our mission is to mobilise
domestic and other resources, to support movements and initiatives led by women, trans and gender
non-conforming persons, towards the realisation of their human rights.

As a women’s fund, SAWF IN supports women’s and trans* led initiatives at the grassroots. We believe
in their leadership and skills to find the most appropriate solutions to address the issues facing them.
SAWF-IN’s role is to ensure that resources are made available and are reaching the most dispossessed
women and trans* collectives, for the priorities they identify, and the claims they make.

Parvaaz Legal Fellowship — Background

Launchedin 2017, the annual fellowship provides financial and technical support to women and trans*
lawyers practicing in districts courts of India, which are the first site of legal redress and remedies for
women and trans* persons. The fellowship support is aimed at enabling women and trans* lawyers
hone lawyering skills, and advocate for gender and social justice using a feminist approach. At the
same time, the fellowship offers opportunities for women and trans* lawyers to exchange learning
and network with local experts and experienced feminist lawyers.

The fellowship support also becomes a catalyst to encourage quality legal advice and services for
women and trans® person, especially those from marginalised communities. In the last 5 years, the
fellowship has supported 26 women lawyers across 20 district courts. They have all extended pro bono
legal services to those from underserved communities, engaged closely with the local socio-legal aid
ecosystem and contributed to legal literacy efforts at the grassroots highlighting the rights and justice
needs of women, girls and queer persons from socially and economically marginalised communities.

1 For SAWF IN Trans* refers to an umbrella term including but not restricted to transgender, agender, gender fluid and gender
non- binary identities.
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Parvaaz Legal Fellowship Call to Join the 2025 Cohort

SAWEF IN is expanding its Fellowship to build a stronger cohort of committed women and trans*
lawyers who will enhance their lawyering skills and grow into an impactful peer network that
addresses gender-based inequalities and discrimination through as well as within the bench and bar.

Navigating India’s formal legal system can be difficult, even for the literate and educated, as laws and
legal processes can be intimidating. The marginalised, especially women and trans* persons, due to
their identity, face more barriers in accessing justice or any form of legal remedy. These communities
continue to face structural exclusion and alienation, especially those who have been survivors of
violence, systemic discriminations and institutional bias. Furthermore, the patriarchal nature, in
addition to inadequate gender diversity in the Indian legal system, creates an environment that is not
inclusive or responsive to needs of those at the margins. In short, the Constitutional promise of
equality to all continues to be a distant dream for the marginalized in the country.

Through the Parvaaz Legal Fellowship SAWF IN wishes to address the unmet need for quality legal
representation and legal-aid to women and trans* persons who choose to engage with justice delivery
mechanisms and claim the legal remedies they are entitled to. As a legal fellow the selected applicant
would be expected to:

e Commit time each month to virtual capacity strengthening sessions, peer exchange calls and
legal research/writing.

e Commit time to providing pro bono legal services to women and trans litigants, especially
those from most marginalised communities.

e Engage with the local socio-legal-aid ecosystem of community-based organisations, legal-aid
cells, monitoring committees, legal literacy initiatives, and law colleges/students to encourage
care and rights-based practices.

e Advocate for more gender responsive lawyering and mechanisms at district courts.

Who can apply:

» Women (Any person identifying themselves as woman and not restricted to biological
definition.) lawyers practicing in any district court of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and all 8 North-Eastern States
of India.

» With at least 1-6 years of litigation experience. Preferably on laws to uphold rights of
women, children, transgender community, persons with disability.

» Self-motivated and passionate about legal practice. Good articulation skills and willingness
to document their work extensively. Can dedicate time towards the fellowship activities and
expectation for the complete duration of the fellowship.

» Preference will be given to fellows who belong to socially, economically, ethnically
marginalised communities they intend to impact. Applicants below the age group of 35 will
be preferred.

» Someone with experience of engaging with women or trans* communities, facilitating their
leadership or has been an active supporter of the gender rights movement will be preferred.
Linkages with women and trans* groups will be an advantage.
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Review and Selection Process

e A Webinar will be organised on 8" December, 2024 to walk interest applications through the
application process and answer any queries. Kindly register here to attend.

e Submit the application online or complete offline (English and Hindi) and email to
fellowship@womensfundindia.org. Submission deadline is 25" December 2024 at 12
midnight IST

e Every application will receive an acknowledgement from SAWF IN. Please contact us at

fellowship@womensfundindia.org if you do not receive an acknowledgement.
e SAWF IN will take 6 to 8 weeks from the last day of submission to process the applications.
In this period, we might reach out to the referees provided by the applicants.

e Shortlisted applicants will be contacted for an interview round (tentatively to be held
between 1st to 15th March 2025) with a selection panel consisting of experienced and
senior feminist lawyers.

All applicants who do not move further will also be informed.

e The final selected legal fellows for 2025 will be announced tentatively by 20 March
2025.

e The legal fellowship will begin from 1t April 2025 and continue up to 31 March 2026 with a
possibility of extension based upon performance assessment.

PLEASE NOTE
It will take a couple of hours to complete the application form.
Applicants are welcome to apply in English, Hindi or in their vernacular language.
However, certain sections such as demographic details and references would need to

be supplied in English.

Try to complete the Online Application in one sitting, though your progress should not get

lost in case of unstable Internet connection. You will be able to move forward and
backward on the form to edit your responses. Remember, your application will only reach
us once you have completed all sections, uploaded the documents and clicked ‘Submit’.
Once submitted, you will not be able to edit your responses.

Email the completed Offline Application (English and Hindi) with the relevant documents

(copy of enroliment certificate and PAN Card) to fellowship@womensfundindia.org
with the subject "Legal Fellowship Application 2025".

Submission Deadline: 25" December 2024 at 12 midnight IST.
If selected for the fellowship, applications will be required to submit address proof and bank
account details. Fellows will also be required to make time to attend an in person meeting in

April 2025,

If you have any queries, please write to fellowship@womensfundindia.org
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qarer ollerel Bealfg
3TdSA & ITHAT &I gIvoIT
3des &1 dfae arki@ 25 fgaeew 2024, TT 12 o1

A3Y TR AT BI3seU sf3aT (SAWF |N)a$rugzan«d§trwmd|s’rr€r%ﬁ:
Afgem3it 3R gias? gt & v FfRg & faw Mg 3m#ART fFe o ) &1 I8
AT 3T gehlell & forw & ST 3mer geer, JoRId, gRAT0m, FgRISe, N3, Terear, 3
eeT, IREH Sl AR R & Tl 8 3T-Ydl Tt & fovell =amarerat & Hided < |
€1 30 BT FT 3R AT IR TR+ TR P 7T AR Flofell START T Tg
gAY H ERITT UT FHIH F Ig gehlall o FIATET T JFd I g1 BT Hr gaafafer
10 & 18 HgT graf|

a3y viRT fiAT BrEder 39T (SAWF IN) & ar &

A3Y TRAT AT BIE3SUA 33AT (SAWF IN) Teh TS AfGell &IV g1 36 36 give & TS
forar /T a1 T Ue UAT AR ST ST ok STel Ay, osfhdl, T 3R SisX Ald-shehItaar
safed 3el USRI 3N FAEAT T IR-Fera H FAAE TaATaAmET FgTT F FH| FAN
AT B 3R 3T FEIHET Y el g, difer A3, T AR SisT Ald-arethi{H cafeaat
CaRT TdTfoId 3figieler 3R ugell &1 TFIA har o7 T AR 3% AFAIUSRT H AR
forar ST Il

T AfgT HIY & & A, SAWF IN Tl TR X AR iR ¢ AfFadi & Adea arelr
Ugcll @ HASA F &l §H 3o1h siqged 3R 3o HAeal & FAU Wielel T &THAIN &
favarer & 1 SAWF IN &1 &1 Ig gAY el & o Famerst 3ueisyr gf 3R ded dfd
gral & JHSS el

Tarer et FenfT - gesafA

2017 # & 1 75 ATNF WRaTet FelfAT HRA & o sararert & e & W@ Afgansit
3R grax Tt @ O 3R deheliehl TERIAT et Xl &l otell =amared Afgensit 3Rk
g cafaadl & AT Feph 3ur 3R Far & 9ge 9T @1 &1 ag Henf Afensit 3R

> SAWF IN &1 §#gT # ZiH« U s 2eg &, e giaeis, Tolst, Sist wefss 3R o af-
BRT ugarAr afgd, oiftheT w81 ds AT =gr, Tsir enfAer g1
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g+ Gl T 3oTehl TehTeld o HIRIeT H1 GRS 3R ARG GISCHIOT T 3TN A §T
SesY 3R FrAfoe g & foT ahed aRa & T&TH Folld & folv HYT el aldr gl
Y &Y, Tg BT HAGT3T 3R i+ Fohiell &l T TG 3N 3Hegorey AT dehreil
F Ty W@ 3R dcad T & JIE o YeT FIdr &1 IE FHIAT AR iR o«
IfFadl, AT &7 @ S gRY W Foert @ §, & v Iurearet wefEh e 3R qansit
B AcdTfed Fel & foT 3UE & ®T H HT 1A =T gl

Uoer 5 aut &, BT & 20 fSer =amarer # 26 AT el &1 T@dd har g1 3
gehrell o i FHERT HT e (I i) Fheel T Jeled H 8, TAT ATHATSTh-Hlefe
HETIAT YuTTell & T fSeshedr & & frar §, 3R e TR o #fgansit, asfear ik sl
W Igel aTel AATO AR 3MF &0 § FAGR FAGET & AFRT 3N =7 H Sl
3SR I §U el HERAT G & Arer fam &l

ar lerer FNfAT 2025 37 F AT e ITHTT

SAWF IN 3196t ShellfIT T fAFaR &% T@T &, difeh GAfId Afgen3il 3R i« aehral &1 Th
UFT THE IR AT ST T | g THE 3 Tohield & I HT @R §T TF FeIaTe
TghAT dcas & & H AFfAd gem, S 3Eed 3R IR A J7 S AETA H SesX
IFATATTAT 3R ASHTT FT FATUTT FHLIT|

HRA 1 JaeRer Sl JoTell T FHASEAT IR 3T o RAfeTd iR aeR o6 & fow
o fdeT 8 Weohell B, Fifeh lefel N HIofelt THATT s1aTaE 81 Fehell &1 8T W FHE,
%emwﬁmﬁmm*mﬁﬁwaswmﬁq@ﬁmm
o LT U &1 39T e A 3R o RE Srns 1 AEAT FEAT 95T §l ¥ R
fear, gomelerd s 3R FEuETd qates & RER g & SR WadcAs afgsar 3R
IERTT Fred W@ &1 $F 37emal, HRAT FEHT Yo F Rgadens ygfy R s
Sesx fafaerar, g1 W WEa arel 1 SFdr & 9fd FAALN I IaRErRY aTdTaReT A F=rd
a1 7, GiaureT garT |l T FAEAT F AT arer fRAT TR §, 98 S & IR € W@ arelr
& fT 3rafr ol U g FT YA T EIT &

Ware AT ST & AeFH § SAWF IN Afgensit 3R g« sgfFaat & faw qoradmger
Fliefet Sfafafica 3R S FErRar @1 3ol SR T QA AT AR §, S T JOTe
H AT o 3R I el ITUFHRT HT ST A BT I A &1 T dered el § & 7
TIfAT HdeF & dae:

o T HEW TUIN &THCT [FATUT Foll, Tgeredl Halg Hic IR FEE /@l & faw
AT ST

o AR I Zre aniedt, AW &9 & gAY W e arel FHETET, HI fA:eh (I )
Il AT JeTel el & ToIT gfdeger el
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GRS HISaAl, Plofell HETA hal, IR HATAL, Fefelr AGRAT Tgell, iR

S

el PIGSI/BTAT o AT (AR H1H Hial, difeh ST 3R ITRR-3menia gur3i
&I Sicaried fehar S &l

TSl ATl & sy GdeaAeliar gepreld 3K 318 9ardr 99 Tiud o & v
9" hdT|

FIT I&ST FT Gl &

AfgT (T Tt IfFa St T T ATGeT & FT H GgdAd &, SiTdeh RSN deh ditAd
oTel) |

39S, IR, FRACN, HFRISE, ST, AU, 3R Yo, IR=HA Farmer 3R
AR & Gl 8 Ia-qdl U=l & frel o forerr =amarery 7 AfFed ae arell et

FH ¥ FA 1-6 TNl FT JaHred AT

A3, d<=ii, TiEoisy FHET 3R ferelier safdadl & TUHRT T FWETOT e arel
ool H 337 T@el dleil I TrATHehdT &1 e

F-IRT AR FFea F afa el
gHTdr ifeafFd Hiere 3R 30 HH HT AEJA SEATANRIIT el T FToT|

tenfg @ afafafeat ik st @ ff e & v U e & o wEw &
T gideedr|

TS, nfds, a1 Sl 79 @ FRT W @A a FHEEl § A S IdraeH F
A AT & STeel, f99 W F 9T STl &7 3T WA g

35 9§ ¥ & 3H & dcehl HI TARSAr & Srwa|

W g Toleg Al a1 g TSIl & AT HIH HIA &I 36 §l+, 3ol acjcd
T Wcaed #tT H A & &, AT o Jiffie SR 3ice & afeg grads © &,
36 YrATASAT Aol

AR AR g TR F W GY T@ A HGH B s B

g#tew 3t =9 9fpar

8 ReHaY 2024 = v IREAR AT fhar Srwen, @ sTgw Irdehl #1 3
OihaT & ATETH ¥ AN fhar Swem 3R 3Ty e Y Qe @ gETEnT T
STEATT| SHH AT ot & o Foar ggl Woree #Y|
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o 3G 3HAeSel SAT &Y AT 3Hiwelsd (RSN IR B A) qu w 3IR 3&@
fellowship@womensfundindia.org T & ST cEATdSl & AT SHA HY| HAGaT
STAT e i 3faF fafy 25 RREeR 2024, W 12 9 (IST) B

o T HEGA W SAWF IN & v FFHfa ured greftl afy et wsfa grea a8 gl
g, ar $ua fellowship@womensfundindia.org W gAY HU& &

o 37dcsT STHT o #1 3ifaw AfT & a1, SAWF IN &1 3dcs1 I Jaad - & 6
¥ 8 WTAlg T TAT RN 57 AT #H, g7 3Aehl ¢dRT Yl fhv v Feat o
T9H HT T 8

o T ITAGH H 1 AT & 15 A 2025 F AT (FHTGT ¥ H) TH ey U35 &
faw dud frar Srwem| Ig gevey W38 U e gany e fRar s, o
e 3R aRcs ARG gehlel AAS §leT| ST 3deeh 3@ F7& a6 ariel, 3¢ o
SATThRT & Seaf|

e 2025 ¥ fov 3ifaw wafAT ferar Har Hr OIwom 20 ART 2025 T (TTfAT FT )
T SITEa|

o olTeT BelfAIT 1 ¥ 2025 @ YE N 3R 31 AR 2026 T TN, oA e
Hedlehal & MUR T fAEAR T AT g1 Hevell &

e 3

o« e 9 X A Fo 6 a9 qHh L

o 3maeaE e, R a1 Iroel A oo F I FW wwd T FTeifH, Fo AT,
S ST RQaRor 3R el safFa it e, Al F e Far
HTGITF B

o JASA HAgA FI U X H [ FIA & TAW FY| §TAlh, ARG FeEAC Faiaarad
R § At g garfy 7€ @ Tfge) 3T e F IS JART TR I
e X Fd &1 €O T, 39FT e It ThdR fFar seen s« 3mae
Feft repaTer X AR AT g, qEaRe Ives wX R g Ak wafe w Faw R
2l TF IR Fafc FA F 916 AT YA 3R T G dl FT qr0ar|

o iiparE e (s R B &) N @ T IEAH FAR (ATHIBT
AT 3R 49 w18 v 9fd) & A1 fellowship@womensfundindia.org W §&d
F| AT FT AT "Legal Fellowship Application 2025" I&|

o 3MaeA & ifaw AR 25 ¥« 2024, T 12 Tt (IST)|

o FRT & AT wafad @9 W, et F gar v AR A% @rar RAawor weqd
FT g Tl F 3T 2025 F v AT doF A AT g & QT AT
o= 3Taegs gemi

o IR 39F arw F§ weT § @ FIAT fellowship@womensfundindia.org R A
Cxy




